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Remove tools from vans

Whilst this may be laborious and, for larger equipment may not always be possible,
consider what you need to leave in the van overnight. Thefts from vans are far higher than
that from properties and may be the best way to prevent thefts. Consider hiring larger
expensive portable machinery. Keep serial numbers.

Fit a tool safe

For tools and equipment that you do leave in your van consider fitting a tool safe to provide
an extra level of security should any would-be-thieves break in to your van available from
£130-600, dependant on size and material.

Keep your van locked and valuables out of sight

It may sound obvious but many thefts are purely opportunistic so whenever you’re away
from your van, no matter how briefly, make sure your doors are locked, your windows shut
and any tools or other valuables are kept out of sight.

Consider where you park your van

Whether during the day or overnight where you park your van could be a big factor in
reducing the risk of thefts. Try to park in well-lit areas, preferably covered by CCTV which
can act as a deterrent as well as helping to identify thieves, and if possible park against
walls or hedges that could prevent doors being opened without moving the van.

Request extra security at hotels

If you are staying overnight and parking at the hotel, then when making your booking, ask
if there is additional security that the hotel can provide. As well as the tips on parking your
van, above, ask if it is possible to park in an inside area or close to the reception and away
from unlit areas.

Fit an alarm

There are various alarms on the market but Gloucestershire Police recommend products
that are Thatcham/Secured by Design accredited. However, a small stand-alone PIR shed
type alarm with texting facility or personal attack alarm when triggered can be very loud,
act as a deterrent and let you know that your vehicle has been entered.

Fit new locks

Especially on older vehicles you should consider fitting new locks to your van, a solution
that may not be as expensive as you might think. From £159.

Mark the items of property/tools that are stored in the van

Ideally mark them overtly with paint pens and then seal down the marking with a clear
lacquer spray. Mark property with the name of your company, the postcode, house or
building number or name. Items that are overtly marked are less desirable and more
difficult to sell on.

As always, if you see anything suspicious please call 101 and if you witness a crime in
progress call 999.
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